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A Study of Foreign Language Educations, based on Linguistic Sociology,
in the Region of Pan Yellow Sea

Abstract

Cooperation in the Pan Yellow Sea Region has been advanced, mainly by the
council committee organized by the municipalities in China, Korea, and the Kyushu
area in Japan. In November 1993, in an aim to promote economic interchange
between six cities in China, Korea and Japan, the East Asia (Pan Yellow Sea) City
Conference was established. Since the number of member cities increased to ten,
the Conference was restructured in November 2004 into the Organization for the
East Asia Economic Development (OEAED) for improved effectiveness in intercity
cooperation. During that time, while economic disparity between the ten member
cities reduced and urbanization of society advanced through quantitative
improvement of urban infrastructure, each city has laid the groundwork to promote
its own internationalization policies.

However, various conflicts between the three nations of China, Korea and Japan
arising from different historical perceptions portend a risk that may hinder a
sustainable coalition iﬁ the Pan Yellow Sea Region. Thus, there is a growing
importance on activation of interchange between the coming generations and an
identity formation as an autonomous regional community.

Based on the above-stated awareness of the situation, the objective of the present
study was to explore and verify the significance and possibilities of mutual learning
of the languages (Chinese, Korean and J apanese) from the standpoint of linguistic
sociology and linguistic economics. For this purpose, analyses were made on the
policy grounds upon which the national government provides foreign language
education focusing on a certain language, language environment and language
policy of the EU, NAFTA, ASEAN and other organizations, relativity of economic
activity with language education policy and correlation between human exchange
and foreign language demand. Furthermore, comparative analysis was performed
on China, Korea and Japan in terms of foreign language education.

Based on thus obtained results, effectiveness of the English and Chinese or
Korean language education in the Kyushu area was examined and formation of a
regional language market was proposed. It was also pointed out that efforts to

materialize the policy to spread mutual education of the languages in the region



would correct the national government's stereotypical foreign language education
policy and contribute to the establishment of an individuality of the Pan Yellow Sea

Region as a new model of international exchange and cooperation between the
municipalities.
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